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T T,

25 hiay 1872

The Honorable Eberbardt Rechtin
Assistant Secretary (Teleconupunications)

Department of Defense
Vashington, D, C. 203C1

Deayr Dr. Rechtin:

1 am gorry about the delay in responding to your letter
of 11 May. This delay reflected my reluctance to stimulate
a continuing debate about statistics or to generate more
customers for our snalysts, After considering the matter,
1 feel that I am obliged to provide you with some comments,
and I hope that you will not comsider them to be either an
invitation for continuing dialogue or a solicitation for work

oa gur part.

I coneur in the thrust of your paper that the US faces a
sericus challenge in the civilian market from the Free Vorld.
However, ac 1 told you at the Blums®, I do have some problex

with| |statistics you used to support your thesis.
Accordi - T asked an ecenomist on my staff to review the
gection in the paper you sent me. Kis comments are
enclosed;

Obvicusly, you may use the comments for your background,
but they should not be treated ms an official statement of the
Agency's position,

Sinceraly,

Deputy Director for Intelligence
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